CHAPTEE  IX

FIBST VISIT  TO  AMEBICA

IN the Spring of 1889 the Chair of Literature at Uni-
versity College, London, became vacant on the death of
Professor Henry Morley; and many of William Sharp's
friends urged him to stand for election. He was of two
minds on the subject. His inclinations were against
work of the kind, for, temperamentally, he had difficulty
in regulating his life in accordance with strict routine.
Born, as he would say, with the wandering wave in his
blood, the fixed and the inevitable were antipathetic to
him. He was, however, awake to the material importance
of such a post, to the advantages of a steady income.
Had he had himself only to consider he would not have
given the proposal a thought; but he believed it to be his
" duty to attempt to secure the post for his wife's sake,
though she was not of that opinion. Among the many
friends who advocated his election were Eobert Brown-
ing, George Meredith, Walter Pater, Theodore Watts
Dunton, Alfred Austin, Dr. Eichard Garnett, Prof. Minto,
Hall Caine, Sir George Douglas, Aubrey De Vere, Mrs.
Augusta Webster. When, however, the date of election
drew near, he consulted Ms doctor and withdrew his can-
didature. The question, to him, had all along been one of
security of means versus freedom of action; and having
done his duty in the matter, his relief was great that the
decision left him in possession of his freedom.

For some time William Sharp had contemplated a visit
to the United States, where he was well known as poet
and critic, and had many friendly correspondents. So
he considered the moment to be opportune. He decided
to go; although he was forbidden to lecture in America,
and very opportunely our friend Mrs. Caird asked me to

149to know whether such an asso-
